
 

Sunday, January 18, 2015 

Title:  Inspiration From A Different  King 
Scripture:  John 1:43-51 
 
Introduction:  “Can Anything Good Come From Nazareth”? 
 
Demanding Freedom 
“We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must 
be demanded by the oppressed.”  
 
We Are Connected 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  
We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.”  
 
Wrong is Wrong 
“I have consistently preached that nonviolence demands that the means we use must be as pure as the 
ends we seek. I have tried to make clear that it is wrong to use immoral means to attain moral ends. But 
now I must affirm that it is just as wrong, or perhaps even more so, to use moral means to preserve 
immoral ends... One has not only a legal, but a moral responsibility to obey just laws. Conversely, one 
has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws.”  
 
Thermostats Vs. Thermometers 
The early Christians rejoiced when they were deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed. In those 
days the Church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and principles of popular 
opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of society.  
 
The Church's Silence 
Wherever the early Christians entered a town the power structure got disturbed and immediately 
sought to convict them for being disturbers of the peace and outside agitators. But they went on with 
the conviction that they were a colony of heaven and had to obey God rather than man. They were 
small in number but big in commitment. They were too God-intoxicated to be astronomically 
intimidated. They brought an end to such ancient evils as infanticide and gladiatorial contest. Things are 
different now.  
 
The contemporary Church is so often a weak, ineffectual voice with an uncertain sound. It is so often the 
arch-supporter of the status quo. Far from being disturbed by the presence of the Church, the power 
structure of the average community is consoled by the Church’s silent and often vocal sanction of things 
as they are. 


